
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages  

11:15 am  “ignite” 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

 
 

 
New Members Class  

For anyone interested in learning more about  
Wesley United  

Methodist Church. 
Classes start 

Sunday, October 2, 2016 
 10:10 AM  

3rd floor classroom 
For more information, please contact 

Penny Millspaugh at 
218.521.0507 

 

 
 
 
 

Sweet Adelines Fall concert at Wesley United Meth-
odist Church.  Join us Sunday, October 30 at 4:00 PM 

for a time of music and entertainment by the Twin  
Forks Chorus of the Sweet Adelines.  This group  

practices at Wesley UMC each Tuesday night.  For 
more information about this women’s singing group, 

go to their website, twinforkschorus.org. 
Admission price for the concert is $10.00 for adults 

and $5.00 for students, 5 and under are free.  Wesley 
United Methodist Women will be serving dessert and 

coffee after the concert for a free-will offering. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  

“After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on 
ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself 
intended to go. 2 He said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest’” – Luke 10:1-2 

Someone asked me an interesting question the other day. They 
wanted to know if “it” was working. By “it,” they mean the MCCI 
prescriptions we approved almost a year ago. I honestly don’t 
know how to answer that question. Some folk’s seem to believe 
that simply by implementing a handful of those prescriptions we 
would have a bunch of new people pouring through our doors, 
and new ministries, and overflowing Sunday School rooms, and a 
huge choir, and volunteers coming out of the wood work—or 
maybe I should say sheet rock. If this is what we mean by 

“working,” then I suppose it’s not. 

However, if by working we mean that last Sunday after our 11:15 service we saw more than double 
the number of young adults come to our young adult study then we ever saw last year, than yes, it 
is. 

If by working we mean that this past Sunday we had a young man and his son visit for the first time 
at our 9:00 service because one of our folks who attends that service felt so positive about what is 
happening here at Wesley that they wanted to invite them, than yes, it is. 

If by working we mean that a young woman who has claimed to be an atheist most of her life, who 
has also been attending our 11:15 service for the past year, started bringing her son to worship this 
past month, than yes, it is. And if by working we mean that that son grabbed two shoe boxes when 
he heard about the children he could help, and with his own money filled them both, than yes, it is. 
By the way, his mother told me that she hopes whoever gets them likes Legos! 

If by working we mean that this past Sunday night at youth group we had more folks in attendance 
then we ever saw last year, than yes, it is. 

If by working we mean the number of folks we had at a funeral service recently standing around in 
our lobby amazed at the transformation since we did their last loved ones funeral, than yes, it is. 
(And I would add, if by working we mean the incredible hospitality that our church continues to 
provide for those who have lost loved ones, including the meal which many—including our funeral 
directors—claim to be the best funeral lunch in Grand Forks, than yes, it is.) 

If by working we mean that in the month of October alone we will have two baptisms, more than 
we did all of last year, than yes, it is. 

If by working we mean the incredible work that has been done in our future Historical Hallway by 
the church offices to freshen it up and prepare it to house our most precious historical items, than 
yes, it is. 

If by working we mean that folks are so excited about what’s happening at Wesley that they are 
giving significantly of their finances so that we are on track to pay our conference apportionments 
for the first time in several years, than yes, it is. 

But here’s where it’s not working. There is still a lot to be done. We have focused heavily on those 
prescriptions that improve our facility and the look of our space, while neglecting those that deal  
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with the real issue at Wesley: discipleship. We have spent so much energy remodeling, 
painting, carpeting, and creating welcoming spaces, that we haven’t focused on our spiritual 
needs. We began to address this just this last Sunday in our new member class where we are 
going to spend time in study with those folks, talking about what it means to be a disciple. 

The problem is, there is a lot of work that still needs to be done, but the workers are few. We 
can’t get volunteers to greet people. We can’t get volunteers to hand out bulletins. We can’t 
get volunteers to fully staff our nursery. I don’t even know week to week who’s going to be 
running the power point slides, and I pray every Saturday night that someone might show up 
who knows how to do so. Perhaps what we really need is a volunteer to coordinate volunteers. 
Seriously. I’d love to have you, whoever you are. 

Our church will never reach its full potential so long as folks cross their arms rather than roll 
up their sleeves. I know. Some of you are tired. You’ve been the heart and soul of this church 
for years. We don’t need you to chair a committee, or serve on a long term visioning team, or 
spend every night thanklessly putting together Christmas shoeboxes or other mission projects. 
We need you to stand at our doors, and smile, and say “hi” to folks coming to church—you 
might even consider doing this at the service you don’t attend. We need you to see the visitors 
in our pews and go and shake their hand. We need you to invite a friend to church. We need 
you to pray for our congregation every day. We need you to tell the story of the good things 
that are happening at Wesley. Too many folks are telling a different story, and then wondering 
why “it” isn’t working. 

I love this congregation. Megan and I have said since the day we moved here that this is the 
best place we’ve served. We love Grand Forks. We love Wesley. We see the potential for this 
church to grow, and prosper, and in doing so, glorify God. There’s nothing I’d love more than 
to be your pastor for the next 10, 15, however many years. 

In worship, we have spent the last several weeks talking about God’s promises to us. I want to 
share my promise to you. I will work tirelessly to see this church reach its potential. I will 
continue to push us to live into our mission: To make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. I will continue to move us in that direction, and in doing so, I 
will continue to frustrate and annoy some folks. That’s the way of ministry. All I ask of you is 
that you enter into the field with me. If I have learned anything this last year, it’s that I can’t 
do it on my own. Our MCCI teams can’t do it on their own. You can’t do it on your own. “It” 
will never be successful if we are unwilling to come to this process with humility and grace, 
and if we are unwilling to do our part. And, yes, as always, I include myself in that “we.” 

Peace, 

 

 

Howie 

 
WESLEY UNITED METHODISTCHURCH 

MINUTES FOR CHURCH COUNCIL & FINANCE MEETINGS 
MONDAY, JULY 18, 2016 – LIBRARY 

Present: Pastor Howie Baird, Penny Millspaugh, John Galegher, George Wogaman, Steve 
Schlasner, Judy Christy, Katie Stoley, Dewey Sandwick, Berniece Holm 
Absent: Doug Williams, Ryan Zerr, Jessica Zerr 
Opening Prayer: Led by Pastor Howie 
Reciting the church purpose: Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world. 
Devotion: Book study – “Fish or Cut Bait” 
Group discussion of Chapter 3: Who Says So? 
Who says so? Who decides? 
Assignment: Read Chapter 4 4 
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Finance Meeting – John Galegher reporting 
Budget Reports 

 John and Rachelle are becoming more fluent in office/bookkeeping procedures 

 Bills are current 

 Gifts (apportionments) current to Annual Conference 

 Currently $8,000 in the general fund 

 Money set aside for gifts to conference 

 At this point $300 from congregation for lobby remodel project 

 $4,000 from endowment 

 $13,000 as not been withdrawn at this time, but approved 

 The project is expected to be $25,000. 

 Summer cash flow has been okay 
Council Meeting called to order by Penny Millspaugh 
Review of minutes, motion to approve June minutes passed. 
Reports 
Finance – John Galegher reported  

 Fundraising for lobby project – letter to go out requesting funds 

 Avoid tapping endowment so that other projects can be completed 

 Phone conference planned to connect with company that does bookkeeping, market-
ing, etc. Potentially cheaper for this company than hiring another person 

Trustees – Dewey Sandwick reporting 

 Front steps project is complete; concrete poured. 

 Video door bell – Key Security World – request/application from endowment to 
complete 

 Vreeland begins lobby remodel July 25 

 Crack in the boiler discover – could potentially be on the inside and may need to be 
replaced. Appears that it can be fixed but has the potential to be expensive. Lunseth 
Plumbing and Heating to send a person to look at it. 

 Pastor Howie’s window has been replaced. 
Staff Parrish – Did not meet this month 
Old Business 

 Steve: Looking to work with someone to coordinate groups for services: lay readers 
are covered as well as sound board. Groups that need more volunteers are the Wel-
come Team and Ushers. The goal of this venture is to find people that view greeting/
welcoming as a calling/ministry. 

 There is a site that can coordinate volunteers online that is being looked in to. 

 What We Need: Develop a “dream team” that is fired up with a goal of being ready to 
rock and roll by Homecoming weekend. 

MCCI Updates – Pastor Howie 

 Lobby project is moving ahead, team to meet to decide details 

 Signage team to get together soon. Sign vendor to be discussed; Howie to discuss 
with Brad Aycock a sign recommendation 

 Office hallway to be painted. One side of that hallway to be centered on kids, the 
other side to be focused on the history. 2 bids are being sought to complete painting 
Carpeting by elevator and stairs to be replaced by Carpet One 

Closing Prayer led by Pastor Howie 
Meeting adjourned. 
Next meeting is scheduled for August 15, 2016 
Respectfully submitted by Katie Stoley  
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Youth Group 

Our first Youth Group meeting was on September 18th.  We had approxi-
mately 16 Youth!!  Games were played and we discussed upcoming 

events, which are included below.  Parents – please note the days when 
there are no Youth Group, as well as the days when there are special  

activities planned. 

September   25        5:30 meal then shopping for Shoebox Christ
               mas gifts                     
            

October        2                      5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                     9                      5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                   16                      Corn maze at Peterson Pumpkin Patch and  
                 meal and movie back at church (more on   
                 this later)                       

                   23                      No Youth (teacher convention weekend) 

                   30                      5:30 meal and lesson to follow  
 

November    6                      5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                   13                      5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                   20                      5:30 meal – then making snowmen for  

                 Wesley  

                                             shut-ins  (doing this in lieu of Christmas                              
                 cookies) 

                   27                      No Youth (Thanksgiving weekend) 
 

December    4                       Deliver snowmen  (time to be determined) 

                   11                      5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                   18                       Christmas party – theme is ugly sweater  

                   contest and white elephant Christmas gift   
                 exchange  (time to be determined)                                

                   25                   No Youth 
 

January         1                   No Youth 

We will update the calendar to include activities and events for 2017 later 
in the year.  If anyone has questions, please see Kellie Burgess, Marge My-

rold, Katie Stoley, Kelsey Tretter, or Pastor Howie. 
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Sunday School Music 

Sunday School music began September 18th.  We have a very energetic group of 
children who are enjoying music class!   Your children will sing as a group for 

special music during the 9:00 a.m. worship service on the following 
dates:  Sunday, October 16 and Sunday, November 20.  The children’s 

Christmas program will be Sunday, December 11 at the 9:00 a.m. worship 
service.  Practice for the program will be Saturday, December 10 from 

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Please mark your calendars with these dates so that your children are able to sing 
on these Sundays.  Please also do your best to ensure that they attend music on 
Sunday mornings at 10:10 a.m. so that learn the songs and feel confident when 
they sing during the worship service.  If anyone has any questions or concerns, 

please let me know.  Kellie Burgess 

 

 

 

Join us on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm,  for a video and book discussion of 

“Enough - Discovering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity” 

 by Rev. Adam Hamilton.   
 

This class is open to anyone interested in this topic.  Books are available to order 
on Amazon or Cokesbury.com and as an e-reader edition.  The video lesson will 
be viewed each week during group meeting along discussion time.  The group 

usually concludes around 8:30 pm.   

 

 

2016 ‘Undies Sundays’  

During the first three weeks of October boxes will be available for your 
donations.  

These Sundays include: October 2nd, 9th and 16th. 

 

Adult Sunday School 

The adult “library” Sunday school that meets in the church library at 10:10 am.  

They will be using a bible study guide called “Life Lessons” written by Max  

Lucado and are currently looking at the book of Hebrews.   

Anyone interested is invited to join this group at any time.  Outside reading or 

preparation is not required.  Talk to group leaders Joel Iiams or Dave Christy for 

more details. 
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Fall Festival 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 

11:00 am—1:30 pm. 

The lunch menu will be meatballs, mashed potatoes/gravy, green beans, 

and dessert. 

Volunteers will be needed for preparing, serving and cleanup. 

 Donations of baked goods and craft items will be needed. 

  

 

December 3 is the United Methodist Women’s Christmas gathering.  

Sarah-Faith Circle will be hosting this event.  The program is being 

coordinated by Mary-Martha Circle.  Sue Mairs from Camp Good Mourning 

will be the speaker.  There will also be installation of 2017 UMW officers.  

All are welcome by reservation.  Watch for more details. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

“Keeping Heads Warm”   

Each school year students receive brightly colored crocheted caps made by 

Norma Dugas and Ruth Byars.  They bring them to Wesley United 

Methodist Church and Billie Dixon picks them up and takes them to 

Winship School and gives them to the Social Worker.  She then gives them 

to the Winship students and others in neighborhood schools as needed. 

Thanks Norma, Ruth, and Billie for this wonderful service to children. 
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Shoe Box Christmas 

Our focus ministry for September will be Shoe Box Christmas. Our 

goal is to fill 50 boxes to send to Spirit Lake Ministry Center. All items 

need to be new and age appropriate.  

Please do not include clothing other than the hat and gloves.  

We have wrapped boxes and put them in the fellowship room. 

They need gifts for the following age ranges:  
 

Infant                         Toddler 

3-5 yrs                        6-8 yrs 

9-12 yrs                     13 and up 

What should I put in the box? 

New toys 

Hand held games 

Card Games 

Makeup/nail polish for older girl 

Hat and Gloves/Mittens 

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

Thank you for bringing your filled shoeboxes back. The Christmas tree 

looks amazing with all the gifts under it!  We will be collecting  

shoeboxes until October 2nd.  

The youth went shopping on September 25th thanks to your  

monetary donations.  

Your gifts will make Christmas brighter for those that receive them. 

Megan Baird 
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Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster @ 701.772.3584 

 

1   Tyler & Jamie Harlow 

17 Erik & Marjorie Myrold 

18 Brian & Stacey Clow 

25 Ron & Tammy Kaiser 

 

     
 
 
 

 
October 18, 2016 

  7:00 PM 
Wesley Fellowship Room 

 

Book: 
The Round House 

Author: Louise Erdrich 
 

  Hostess: Mary Faircloth 
maryfaircloth@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

Anyone willing to help clean brass once a month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

701.773.9465.  
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 
 

 
   

 

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges            $14,372.06     $6,200.00  

January         $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February        $18,656.71     $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78  $22,926.89 

April         $29,236.40  $20,286.17 

May     $25,286.44  $25,337.10 

June       $18,509.97  $19,613.89 

July     $17,172.89  $15,676.12 

August   $17,007.45  $18,537.89  

September  $18,653.20  $22,199.27 

   Total           $200,154.77   $194,912.46 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

                     

September 4   62 +27 =   89 

September 11                    77 

September 18  57 + 47 = 124 

September 25 56 + 48 = 104 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The craft showcase has been 
moved to the office level  

during construction. 
  It now holds newly canned 

apricot jelly and pepper  



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 

We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of 

Carol Clark who passed away on September 23.  
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:   

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

parents; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good 

Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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